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Presidents of nine Latin American nations members of the Rio Group were scheduled to convene
for two days on Oct. 11 in Caracas (Venezuela) to discuss environmental issues, energy, sub-regional
trade agreements, the Central American peace process, anti-drug strategies, and Washington's
initiative to transform the hemisphere into a free trade zone. The Rio Group was established in
December 1986 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, as an informal permanent mechanism of consultation on
issues affecting the region as a whole, such as foreign debt and economic integration. The "Group
of Eight" originated in the merger of the Contadora Group (Mexico, Colombia, Venezuela and
Panama) , and its Support Group (Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay), established to assist in
preventing Central American conflicts from escalating to a generalized regional war. The Rio Group
has held three summit meetings since 1986, the last in Ica, Peru, in October 1989. Participation by
the Panamanian government was suspended in February 1988, when President Eric Arturo Delvalle
was deposed. The presidents of Chile and Ecuador will attend a Rio Group summit for the first time.
On Oct. 9, EFE cited an unidentified Colombian official as saying that his government supported the
inclusion of Bolivia, Chile and Ecuador in the Rio Group, but rejects Panama's re-entry at this time.
He added that consolidating a Latin American forum would mean the entry of more democratic
nations whose political systems were based on free elections, not imposition by outside forces. The
presidents, according to the official, would discuss the entry of Ecuador, Chile, Bolivia and Paraguay,
but formal pronouncements would likely occur only in the cases of Ecuador and Chile. The official
said the performance of the Latin American Economic Integration Association (ALADI) and the
Latin American Economic System (SELA) would also be discussed. The Colombian government, he
said, believes that the two organizations are not effective, and should be replaced with a regional
forum capable of serving as a genuine spokesperson for the region, and not as a pretext for meetings
of finance or foreign ministers. Colombian President Cesar Gaviria has said that Latin America
cannot continue pretending that certain entities, such as the Organization of American States (OAS),
speak for or represent Latin American interests. On the same day in Montevideo, Mexican President
Carlos Salinas de Gortari outlined steps for creation of a regional market in a speech at ALADI
headquarters. (Basic data from EFE, AFP, 10/09/90; Knight-Ridder Financial, Notimex, 10/10/90)
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